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Artist Andrea Strongwater is currently working on the decoration of the interior of a new synagogue in Atlanta. “It is something that has been in my mind since I was about twelve years old,” says Strongwater. “When I was very young, my grandfather took me to his Bronx synagogue which was very old world and magical. I sat next to him in the men's section and they would all go through their prayers at their own speed, swaying and bending knees when required, their prayer shawls covering their heads. There was a constant hum of voices in addition to whatever the Rabbi was saying. The light would come in through stained glass windows on the side and it all seemed deeply mysterious. Then my parents joined a newly built, real American synagogue in New Rochelle, NY. To me it all seemed very crass and gaudy. I was sure all the stained glass they had was made of plastic -– no patina of age and no magic. The eternal light was clearly electric. I spent many years of services imagining what I would do if it were up to me to design a new synagogue. And this many years later I have a bit of a chance.”

The Atlanta synagogue is using 3 of the 12 images created by Strongwater for a Jewish calendar. Ark/Synagogue and Hanukah Menorah will be printed on 4’ square canvasses to hang on either side of the ark (the cabinet that holds the Torah scrolls). A third image, Rosh Hashanah, which represents the tree of life, will hang in the back facing the ark. All 12 images have been printed on ceramic tiles and will be used in another part of the building.
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